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Dear friends, 

Welcome to the 2022 World Triathlon Championship Finals Abu Dhabi. The Championship 
Finals is the crown jewel of World Triathlon’s annual calendar. The multi-day triathlon will 
welcome thousands of local, regional and international triathletes to the UAE's capital city, 
and will see World Champions crowned across both Elite, U23, Para and Age Group race 
categories. 

Previous hosts of the Championship Finals include London, Budapest, Beijing, Auckland, 
Chicago, Gold Coast, Lausanne and Edmonton.  

Alongside the World Championship races, the event will also host community races for 
triathletes of all ages and abilities – providing a unique opportunity for age-group triathletes 
to compete on the same weekend, and the same venue as the world’s best. 

In this Media Guide you will find useful information for all the week-long events.  

TriathlonLIVE 
All the Elite races, U23s and Age-Group races will be streamed live on TriathlonLIVE, and 
the Para Triathlon World Championships will have extended highlights packages also 
available on TriathlonLIVE. And on the platform you will have exclusive interviews with some 
of the best athletes heading to Abu Dhabi, including Olympic Champions Flora Duffy, 
Kristian Blummenfelt, and triathlon stars like Alex Yee, Georgia Taylor-Brown, Susana 
Rodriguez, Jonathan Brownlee and many others. Check out the new Beyond the Blue 
Carpet Series! 

World Triathlon is pleased to once again offer free media logins for journalists to watch all 
our races. You should have received -probably last year- an email with information on how to 
set up your own personal login account in order to access the site for free for the season. If 
you did not receive this email, please email Olalla.cernuda@triathlon.org and we will get you 
set up. We still would love your help in promoting passes for purchase to your followers so 
your support on that is always greatly appreciated! 

Photo Services 
World Triathlon hires world-class photographers to cover all of our races across the world. 
We offer all media free access to all our images for news purposes, you can have access to 
all our photogalleries on our Media Library (media.triathlon.org). If you are not registered yet 
or have any issues registering, please contact us and we will set you up asap. Usually we 
upload hero shots of the winners a few minutes after each race, and expect full galleries 
within 2 hours after the medal ceremonies. If you are in a hurry, again contact us and we will 
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do our best to help you.  
If you need specific images of athletes -a brand photo shoot, images of all athletes of one 
country or National Federation- we do have a service in place to cover it. Please contact 
Olalla.cernuda@triathlon.org and we will explain you the rates and delivery times for these 
images. 

World Triathlon Social Media channels 
Please follow us on our social media channels -check out our new TikTok account- and 
share all our contents. You will find exclusive videos and interviews with athletes, pictures 
and information to follow the season with us. Stay connected:  

ABU DHABI FACTS 

- On the men’s race, 4 former World Champions are lining up: Jonathan Brownlee 
(2012), Mario Mola (2016, 2017 & 2018), Vincent Luis (2019 & 2020) and Kristian 
Blummenfelt (2021) 

- On the women’s race, Flora has three World Championships under her belt (2016, 
2017 & 2021) while Georgie Taylor Brown has one title (2020). 

- The men lining up this Saturday have won in total 57 World Triathlon Championship 
Series. Mario Mola 16; Jonny Brownlee 13; Vincent Luis 6; Alex Yee 4; Kristian 
Blummenfelt 3; Richard Murray 3; Hayden Wilde 2, Henri Schoeman 2; Dorian 
Coninx 2; Jelle Geens 2; Joao Silva 2; Jake Birtwhistle 2. 

- On the womens field, they have achieved 27 WTCS wins: Flora Duffy 14; Georgia TB 
5; Taylor Knibb 2; Cassandre Beaugrand 2; Summer Rappaport 1; Maya Kingma 1; 
Emma Jackson 1; Laura Lindemann 1 

- Only Flora Duffy of the whole field knows what it is to win in Abu Dhabi, even though 
on a different course, on the F1 circuit. On the men’s field, Mario Mola has won three 
times in Abu Dhabi, while Jelle Geens and Henri Schoeman have one victory each. 

- Only 21 years old, Ricardo Batista (POR) is the youngest man racing on the Elite 
World Championships. Vasco Vilaca (POR), Miguel Hidalgo (BRA) and Sergio Baxter 
(ESP) are 22 years, could have raced on the U23 World Championships but decided 
to move on to compete against the elites. 

- On the women’s field, youngest athlete is Emma Lombardi, 21 years, U23 world 
champion last year and that has been on the WTCS podium this season, finishing 
second in Cagliari 

- Some athletes racing the U23 World Champs have had really good results on the 
WTCS circuit this season: Paul Georgenthum (FRA), finished second in WTCS 
Hamburg 2021, while Kate Waugh was 9th in that same race. 2019 Junior World 
Champion Bianca Seregni (IOTA) finished in 10th place at the WTCS Bermuda 2022.  
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PREVIOUS WORLD CHAMPS 

 

 

 

U23 MEN 

YEAR LOCATION GOLD SILVER BRONZE 

2021 Edmonton (CAN) Csongor Lehmann 
(HUN) 

Tim Hellwig (GER) Matthew Hauser 
(AUS) 

2019 Lausanne (SUI) Roberto Sanchez 
Mantecon (ESP) 

Csongor Lehmann 
(HUN) 

Ran Sagiv (ISR) 

2018 Gold Coast (AUS) Tayler Reid (NZL) Samuel Dickinson 
(GBR) 

Bence Bicsak 
(HUN) 

2017 Rotterdam (NED) Raphael Montoya (FRA) Dorian Coninx (FRA) Luke Willian (AUS) 

2016 Cozumel (MEX) Jorik Van Egdom (NED) Manoel Messias (BRA) Bence Bicsak 
(HUN) 
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U23 WOMEN 

YEAR LOCATION GOLD SILVER BRONZE 

2021 Edmonton (CAN) Emma Lombardi (FRA) Alberte Kjaer 
Pedersen (DEN) 

Annika Koch (GER) 

2019 Lausanne (SUI) Emilie Morier (FRA) Olivia Mathias 
(GBR) 

Lisa Tertsch (GER) 

2018 Gold Coast (AUS) Taylor Knibb (USA) Cassandre 
Beaugrand (FRA) 

Angelica Olmo 
(ITA) 

2017 Rotterdam (NED) Tamara Gorman (USA) Melanie Santos 
(POR) 

Sophie Coldwell 
(GBR) 

2016 Cozumel (MEX) Laura Lindemann (GER) Leonie Periault 
(FRA) 

Sandra Dodet 
(FRA) 

 

PARA TRIATHLON 2021 MEN WORLD CHAMPS 

CLASS GOLD SILVER BRONZE 

PTWC Jetze Plat (NED) Geert Schipper (NED) Florian Brungraber (AUT) 

PTS2 Jules Ribstein (FRA) Lionel Morales (ESP) Wim De Paepe (BEL) 

PTS3 Viktor Chebotarev (RTF) Daniel Molina (ESP) Nico Van Der Bugt (NED) 

PTS4 Alexis Hanquinquant 
(FRA) 

Hideki Uda (JPN) Alejandro Sanchez 
Palomero (ESP) 

PTS5 Chris Hammer (USA) Aleksandr Konishev 
(RTF) 

Ronan Cordeiro (BRA) 

PTVI Dave Ellis (GBR) Hector Catalá (ESP) Kyle Coon (USA) 

 

PARA TRIATHLON 2021 WOMEN WORLD CHAMPS 

CLASS GOLD SILVER BRONZE 

PTWC Lauren Parker (AUS) Jessica Ferreira (BRA) Eva Maria Moral (ESP) 

PTS2 Hailey Danz (USA) Fran Brown (GBR) Liisa Lilja (FIN) 

PTS3 Andrea Miguelez (ESP) Elise Marc (FRA) Evgeniya Koroleva (RTF) 

PTS4 Kelly Elmlinger (USA) Marta Frances (ESP) Elke Van Engelen (GER) 

PTS5 Claire Cashmore (GBR) Grace Norman (USA) Alysa kolpachky (UKR) 

PTVI Susana Rodriguez (ESP) Anna Barbaro (ITA) Alison Peasgood (GBR) 
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COMPETITION SCHEDULE 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 23 
8.00 Para Bike Familiarization PTWC – Rave Village 
8.40 Para Bike Familiarization PTVI & Standing classes – Race Village 
9.15 Para Swim Familiarization all classes – Race Village 
10.00 Press Conference – Race Village 
11.00 Bike familiarization Elites & U23 – Race Village 
11.45 Swim familiarization Elites & U23 – Race Village 
18.00 Parade of Nations & Opening Ceremony – Race Village 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 24 
08.00 – 12.30 Para Triathlon World Championships – Race Village 
12.45 – 16.45 World Triathlon Age-Group Super-Sprint Distance Championships 
16.45 Para Triathlon WC Medal Ceremonies 
18.00 Age-Group Super-Sprint Distance Championships Medal Ceremonies 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 25 
07.30 -9.30 - U23 Women World Championships 
9.45 U23 Women Medal Ceremony 
10.15 – 12.15 - U23 Men World Championships 
12.30 U23 Men Medal Ceremony 
13.06 – 15.06 – Elite Women World Championships 
15.15 – Elite Women Medal Ceremony 
16.00 - Open Race Kids Triathlon & Junior Triathlon 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 26 
07.15 Para Triathlon Mixed Relay (first ever event) 
08.45 Age-Group Standard Distance Triathlon Championships (non drafting) 
10.00 Age-Group Aquabike Championships (non drafting) 
10.20 Open Races Standard & Sprint distance 
15.06 – 17.00 - Elite Men World Championships 
17.10 – Elite Men Medal Ceremony 
18.00 Age-Group Standard distance & Aquabike medal ceremonies / Closing ceremony 
 
COURSE MAPS 

PARA TRIATHLON 

The course will comprise 1 lap of 750m in an anti-clockwise direction for the Para triathlon 
World Championship or 1 lap of 150m for the Open Para triathlon mixed relay. At the end of 
the lap the exit ramp will take the athletes up on the pontoon and into the race village and 
transition. 

The average water temperature at this time of the year is approximately between 26 – 30°C. 
Wetsuits for Para triathletes are mandatory. 

The Bike course will comprise 5 laps in an anti-clockwise direction for the Para triathlon 
World Championship and 1 lap in an ant-clockwise direction for the Open Para triathlon 
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Mixed Relay. The Bike course is fast and has some technical sections within the YAS Bay 
precinct. The athletes are cycling outside the race village and wil enter the venue on the last 
lap of the bike. 

The run course will comprise 2 laps in an anti-clockwise direction for the Para triathlon World 
Championship and 1 lap for the Open Para triathlon Mixed relay. The run course is fast and 
flat along the promenade. At the end of the last lap the athlete heads up the Blue carpet, 
runs around the Para triathlon transition and then goes to the Finish line. 

For the Para triathlon mixed relay only the last athlete runs to the finish, the 1st/2nd and 3rd 
athlete will complete the run segment at the end of promenade next to the swim pontoon. 
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ELITE & U23 RACES 

The swim will take place in front of the Race Village from Pier 71. The swim start will be a 
dive start off the pontoon. The course will comprise 2 laps of 750m in an anti-clockwise 
direction. 

The average water temperature at this time of the year is approximately between 26 – 30°C 
(degrees Celsius). With the current weather conditions, it is expected to be a non wetsuit 
swim. 

The Bike course will comprise of 9 laps for the Elite and 8 laps for the U23 in an anti-
clockwise direction, it is a slightly different course for the Elites (each lap 5km) and U23s 
(each lap 4.4 km). The Bike course is fast and has some technical sections within the YAS 
Bay precinct. Each lap takes the athlete back to the race village through Elite Transition for 
the start of each new lap transition.  

The course will comprise 4 laps in an anti-clockwise direction. The run course is fast and flat 
in the YAS Bay precinct. Each lap takes the athlete back to the race village through Elite 
Transition for the start of each new lap transition. At the end of the fourth lap the athlete 
heads up the Blue carpet and across the Finish line. 
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AGE-GROUP COURSE MAPS 
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PRIZE MONEY 

Each World Triathlon Championship Series race offers a total of $150,000 in prize money 
(half for the men, half for the women), offering cash until the 20th position. On the World 
Triathlon Championship Finals Abu Dhabi, a total of $280,000 will be distributed (equally 
between men and women) amongst the Elite athletes, while the U23 athletes will receive 
$60,000. The bonus pool will offer a total of $750,000 to the top men and women on the 
Maurice Lacroix World Triathlon Rankings after Abu Dhabi Finals. 

As in previous years, the bonus pool will extend to the top 35 athletes, with the male and 
female World Champions each taking home $80,000 following the Championship Final in 
Abu Dhabi event on top of the prize money they earn at each event. 
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In 2022 World Triathlon offers a total prize money purse of 3.5 million USD. 

DISTRIBUTION OF PRIZE MONEY 

 

 

CURRENT RANKINGS 

The World Triathlon Championships is decided considering the best 4 results on World 
Triathlon Championship Series this season plus the results of the Championship Finals in 
Abu Dhabi.  

You can check the full rankings here, Men & Women. Here are the current standings, before 
Abu Dhabi: 

NAME POINTS POSITION POINTS NAME 

Hayden Wilde 3850.00 1 3925.00 Georgia Taylor-Browm 
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Alex Yee 3732.09 2 3855.63 Flora Duffy 

Leo Bergere 3491.89 3 3368.35 Beth Potter 

Jelle Geens 3314.99 4 3200.73 Laura Lindemann 

Vincent Luis 3097.95 5 3189.91 Taylor Knibb 

Antonio Serrat  2925.14 6 3181.61 Cassandre Beaugrand 

Lasse Luhrs 2769.24 7 3106.44 Taylor Spivey 

Pierre Le Corre 2727.14 8 2964.06 Sophie Coldwell 

Vasco Vilaca 2670.65 9 2571.64 Maya Kingma 

Matthew Hauser 2317.44 10 2350.01 Miriam Casillas 

 

LEADER SIMULATION 

The men’s 2022 title contenders and how they can become World Champion 

Currently spearheaded by Hayden Wilde and Alex Yee, of the 149 men who have started a 
WTCS this year, mathematically speaking there are nine names on the Maurice Lacroix 
Rankings who could still win the 2022 world title. Realistically, it would take a monumental 
incident to create the room needed for Vasco Vilaca (POR), Pierre Le Corre (FRA), Lasse 
Luhrs (GER) or Antonio Serrat Seoane (ESP) to make up enough points to leapfrog the 
favourites. 

Taylor-Brown vs Duffy: The Abu Dhabi battle to become 2022 World Champion 

Two women have utterly dominated the World Triathlon Championship Series over the past 
12 months in the race to become 2022 World Triathlon Champion. With three WTCS golds 
each to their name so far, Georgia Taylor-Brown (GBR) leads Flora Duffy (BER) by just 70 
points heading into the final race of the year. Taylor-Brown’s narrow lead in the Maurice 
Lacroix Rankings comes by virtue of silver in Leeds being her fourth scoring race, against 
Duffy’s bronze in Yokohama. Cassandre Beaugrand (FRA) and Laura Lindemann (GER) are 
the only two other athletes to have won gold this campaign, but it is the consistency of Beth 
Potter (GBR) that leaves her in overall third, a position she would realistically be hoping to 
consolidate rather than build on next Friday, 25 November. 
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MEDIA CONTACTS 

Olalla Cernuda - World Triathlon Head of Media 
+34 618965709 
olalla.cernuda@triathlon.org 

Doug Gray - World Triathlon Editor 
+44 7583 620749 
doug.gray@triathlon.org 

Courtney Akrigg - World Triathlon Social Media manager 
+61 411 167 975 
courtney.akrigg@triathlon.org 

Fleur Castle - LOC Media 
fleur.castle@factorthirtyone.com 

 

 


